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EASTERN AOC TOUR
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Thank you for joining us on this tour highlighting some of the restoration projects within the
eastern portion of the Maumee AOC. All four projects have been recommended for funding by
the MAAC, endorsed by Ohio EPA and accepted by the US EPA to address BUI 14b (loss of
wildlife habitat). Each project, upon completion, will help achieve this target and enhance
local wildlife habitat. This tour will focus on critical coastal wetlands and adjacent uplands
ecosystems at four site visits. For more information on habitat restoration projects within the
Maumee AOC, visit the DMDS available through http://dmds.maumeerap.org.

Ohio EPA Endorsed Management Action Project (MAP) Locations for Maumee AOC BUI 14b: Loss of Wildlife Habitat
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Description: Engineering & design for
restoration of 240 acres of coastal marsh
habitat and associated uplands. Includes
construction of wetland dikes, installation
of wetland pumps and fish passage which
will provide a direct hydrological
connection between the restored wetlands
and Lake Erie. This project addresses BUIs
3, 8,and 14. Phase I (funded through other
sources) is completed and open to the
public currently; Phase I will also be
accessible to the general public through
installation of boardwalks, fishing
platforms, and a canoe/kayak launch.

Lead: Toledo Area Metroparks, Ducks Unlimited (via NOAA Partnership)
Status: Engineering and Design has been funded





Site #2: MAP 23-17a/b - Restoring Coastal Wetlands at Toussaint Marsh State Wildlife
Area Phase II/Phase III :

Description: Restoration of 125 acres of
emergent and lowland shrub wetlands
within western Lake Erie’s coastal zone.
Phase Il will result in restored and
increased capacity to manage water
levels and aquatic vegetation, improve
the ability to control invasive species,
and increase wetland habitat
connectivity for fish and wildlife by
installing a pump and associate water
control structures, renovate the remaining section of damaged exterior river levee, and
remove additional sections of unnecessary internal levees.

Lead: Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Ducks Unlimited (via NOAA Partnership)
Status: Phase II: funded, Phase III: funding in process

Site #3: MAP 3-16 - Toussaint Parcel West (and MAP 2-16 - Toussaint Parcel East)

Description: Several parcels are being
acquired/restored to achieve the
combined MAP project goal of 203 acres
within the Toussaint River watershed. One
of the acquisition/restoration projects is
the 50-acre Weber farms, which we are

I visiting. MAP 3-16 - Toussaint Parcel West
gas , and MAP 2-16 - Toussaint Parcel East are

5 being implemented under one cooperative

agreement between Ducks Unlimited and
the US FWS (with GLRI funding from US
EPA). All properties purchased under this
agreement will be restored by Ducks
Unlimited, then turned over to the US FWS

WiToussaint EastiRd

as part of Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge.

Lead: US Fish & Wildlife Service, Ducks Unlimited
Status: funded via Interagency Agreement to US FWS from US EPA

Site #4: MAP 13-16 - Restoring Coastal Wetlands & Fish Passage at Navarre Unit of
Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge \

Description: Approximately 600 acres of
degraded coastal wetlands at the Navarre
Unit of Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge
(on land owned by First Energy but
managed by US FWS as part of the refuge
system) will be enhanced through the
design and installation of an upgraded
wetland management infrastructure.
These wetlands are in a degraded
condition due to the lack of water level management capability. US FWS has received funding
via an Interagency Agreement with US EPA to survey and redesign the wetland management
infrastructure (pumps, water control structures, levees) including a possible hydrological
connection with Lake Erie or the Toussaint River.

Lead: US Fish & Wildlife Service, Ducks Unlimited
Status: funded via Interagency Agreement to US FWS from US EPA

Due to security issues, this will be a virtual tour site with presentation at Ottawa National Wildlife Refuge by Refuge
Manager Jason Lewis.






John R. Kasich, Governor

|
ﬂh 10 Mary Taylor, Lt. Governor Maumee AOC Coordinator Rpt. for
Craig W. Butler, Director
Ohio Environmental

Maumee AOC Advisory Committee
Protection Agency August 13, 2018

e The macroinvetebrate data from the biological and water quality assessments collected by Ohio EPA in
2017 has been approved by field staff. | hope to prepare the bug data (along with the fish and habitat
data) to be uploaded to the DMDS soon.

e The Biological BUI Team prepared HUC-12 Problem Description documents to assist them with the
workshop they hosted in May. They wanted similar document created for the remaining HUC-12, so
they could host a workshop for the rest of the AOC in October. Ohio EPA is in the process of hiring a
subcontractor to create these documents by early October 2018.

e BUI Updates and Path Forward for Ohio EPA led BUIs:
e BUI 1a: Fish Consumption — Based on the 2018 consumption advisories, the Maumee AOC fish
consumption BUI Restoration Target has been met.

e BUI 1b: Wildlife Consumption — Ohio EPA is currently reviewing the lab analysis of the snapping
turtles that were collected this spring in the lower Ottawa River. A report/update of the BUI
status is anticipated later this Fall.

e BUI 7: Dredging — In 2018, Ohio EPA staff plan to review Maumee River ship channel sediment
data vs new beneficial use of dredge material rule; thus, determining the status of this BUI. This
is pending.

e BUI 8b: Eutrophication & BUI 11: Aesthetics — Ohio EPA is in the process of hiring Tetra Tech to
assist the BUI Team with status determination. Once determined, Tetra Tech will either provide
a BUI removal justification or create a MAP list. This should be complete by March 2019.

e BUI 10c: Beach Closings (chemical contact) — With the 3/16/18 ODH rescission of the DO NOT
TOUCH contact advisory in the lower Ottawa River, the only remaining chemical contact
advisory in question is Hecklinger Pond (Otter HUC-12). Ohio EPA is working with the city of
Toledo and Toledo/Lucas Co Health Dept. to determine the reason/justification for this posting.

e BUI 14b: Wildlife Habitat — US EPA and Ohio EPA have been working with MAP implementers
to prepare applications and provide funding for their projects. Several other projects are
expected to be funded via Interagency Agreement between federal agencies or via NOAA
Partnership. As implementation gets underway for many of the MAPs, several minor tweaks
have been made (i.e., acreage, partial availability). See the attached BUI 14b MAP list for the
current status. More details are in the attached MAP Narrative Monthly Update.

= Ten of the 13 subgrantee developed NPS-IS Nine Element Plans have been approved by US EPA. Most
of the approved plans are on the Ohio EPA Nonpoint Source Pollution Program website; the rest will be
soon. The 7 subcontractor developed plans should be submitted for review by the end of August. The
subcontractors are working to make HUC-10 compilation documents/executive summaries of all
approved plans for the Maumee AOC by the end of November 2018. With additional funding the
subcontractors will be developing detailed concepts/preliminary E&D plans for several projects from
the plans that look promising as future MAPs. The Biological BUI Team will be consulted regarding
these projects. The compilation docs and plans are expected by the end of December 2018.

= 2019 US AOC Conference — TBD in Sept. 2019, Cleveland, Ohio. Ohio EPA and the organizations in the
Cuyahoga AOC will be hosting the next US AOC Conference in conjunction with the 50" anniversary of
the Cuyahoga River burning. The location and dates have not been finalized. Stay tuned.

Northwest District Office 347 North Dunbridge Road ¢ Bowling Green, OH 43402-9398
epa.ohio.gov ¢ (419) 352-8461 ¢ (419) 352-8468 (fax)
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Newsletter in June; sign up on Maumeeaoc.org if you aren’t getting them.
Attended AOC conference & coordinated travel scholarships
Actively participating in the planning & post planning for the BUI workshop
C3W campaign — sharing the tip cards & info at our programs; few pledges (SEP funded)
Beginning planning for CYS & have already been doing more CYS365s in the AQC, incl.
GYSD & school service days

o coordinated 8 cleanups; 284 volunteers removed 2000 pounds

o 2 storm drain marking events; stenciled 442 drains & distributed over 1200 door

hangers

o CYSis set for Sept. 22; registration open soon
Managed website and social media

o 27 tweets with 279 likes

o 20 Facebook posts with 34 likes & 4 shares
Presented info on the AOC & in particular, the Aesthetics BUI, at five presentations
New 1-year support grant started in April. A little over $18,000 spent so far, which is
right on track at 24% spent for 25% of the grant period.





