Metroparks Toledo

BLUE €REEK AND

Iva{__:CH STREAM
| < "RESTORATION
' DESIGN BUILD PROJECT

Blue Creek Metropark and Oak Openings Preserve, Ohio

Proposal | January 6, 2023 M ET R O PA R KS
TOLEDO

Metroparks Toledo

- A Design Build Project with
Biohabitats and

Meadyville Construction




USEPA, Great Lakes Restoration Initiative: A
commitment to improving the quality of the Great Lakes.
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Metroparks Projects at Oak Openings Preserve and Blue Creek Metropark

Maumee AOC Approved Management Action Plan (MAP) Locations for Aquatic BUIs 3a (Fish Populations),
6 (Benthos), and 14a (Fish Habitat)
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Goals of Metroparks Blue Creek and Neis Ditch Restorations

Address beneficial use impairments (BUIs): Degraded Fish and Wildlife Populations,
Degredation of Benthos, Loss of Fish and Wildlife habitat.

- Stabilize 1450ft of streambank and improve channel habitat
- Develop pool and riffle habitat

- Plant native shrubs and trees

- Expand floodplain along 1000ft of stream

- Restore riparian forest through invasive plant removal
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Permitting and Coordination Challenges

- NRCS Wetland Reserve Program- Blue Creek
- Private Lands - Neis Ditch
- Village of Swanton - Neis Ditch
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RESTORATION IN PROGRESS

Blue Creek Stream and Hab|tat Restoratlon
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Metroparks Toledo has received PROJECT FEATURES & BENEFITS:
a grant from the U.S EPA through

the Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative to improve this section
of Blue Creek within Blue Creek » Improve waterquality

Metropark. Blue Creek is located « Increase diversity and quality of instream habitat
in the Maumee River watershed « Development of riffle/pool habitats

and implementation of this project
is a priority aquatic community
restoration in the Maumee Area of . :|1 1’,:[ ,[l and enhance native forested floodplain
Concern.
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« Improve streambank stabilization and reduce
erosion

« Improve habitat for benthic and fish communities




Village of Swanton
and Public Outreach

METROPARKS
TOLEDO

Increasing Floodplain
Capacity Along Neis Ditch
in Village of Swanton

Metroparks Toledo has received a grant from the US, EPA
through the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative to improve
sections of Neis Ditch in Fulton and Lucas Counties,
Through support from the village of Swanton, a portion of
the project will benefit Swanton community by increasing
the capacity of the Neis Ditch floodplain to hold more water
during high flow events. This project will occur along Neis
Ditch in the Westpointe Estates housing community.

Why is Restoration of Neis
Ditch Important?

Neis Ditchis part of the Maumee Area of Concern (AOC);a
collection of 11 different watersheds that flow into Lake Erie.

The Maumes AOC and other ADCs throughout the Great Lakes
area have been designated as arexs with severe environmental
degredstion. Federal funding is avaiable to restore waterways and
remove Beneficial Use impairments within AOCs, which ultimately
improves and protects the Great Lakes; the largest system of frech
surface water in the wordd.

The restoration project along Neis
Ditch will do many things:

Increaze floodplain capacity during high flow events
Improve water quality

Improve benthic and invertebrate populaticns
Improve fish habitat

Reducs streambank erosicn and improve the stream
channel

Increase native forested flocdplain habitat

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE:

‘When will construction begin?

Censtruction wil occur from October 2024 to March 2025, Hours of
operation for the construction team will be Monday through Friday
from7 am to7 pm Unless weather causes a need for weekend
operations, no werk is planned on weekends.

Will all of the trees be cut down?
No. We will preserve a5 lruny of!he trees z possible. Some trees
willnzed to be ion and channel

improvemnents. Newtrees wnllhe pimd to maintain a forested
floodplain habitat, which is cptimal for water quality and wildife
habitat.

Will there continue to be mowed turf?

Yes. Most of the northarn half of the project area will continue to

be maintain=d a5 turf by the Village of Swanton. The spcils from
this project wil be placed into the northwest portion of the pm)ect

Will this project cost the Village and /or residents anything?
No. This project is fully funded through an US EPA Great Lakas

Restoration Grant. Bacause of the significant community and
envircnmental benefits, this project is fully supperted by The
Vilage of Swanton.

Who will be doing the work?

Bichabitats was hired to do the enginesring and design of this
project. They are working in partnership with Meadville Land Service,
Inc. to buid this stream restoration project.

What is a riffie?

A riffiz is a shallow, rocky area in a stream where the water flow
creates bubbles, adding cuygen to water which is essential for
aquatic crganisms to thrive. Riffles are an important hakbitat for tiny
organisms (microinvertebrate and banthic) that consume algas,

areaand be reseeded with turf grms Metnopuks
the newly plantad trees and i in the f;
floodplain and stream channel.

Pleaze feel fras to contact LaRa= Sprow at
laraz sprow@MetroparksToledocom or 415-775-6047.
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ia and organic matter, making them indicators of stream
h=alth. They are also an important food source for larger aquatic
wildife such as fish

This project was financed through a Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative grant from the United States Enviconmental Pratection
Agency.
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Deflector Logs
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Widening the Floodplain to increase capacity.
1000 Linear ft




Riffles for Benthos and Fish
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Native Plantings




Challenges: Topography-Grade




There are ALWAYS
weather challenges



Seeding and Planting. Neis Complete. Blue Creek pushed to fall

Soil Map—Lucas County, Ohio
(Blue Creek Schadel\Wat-Neapolis)
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LaRae Sprow, Natural Resources Supervisor
Larae.sprow@metroparkstoledo.com

P

1A R
’

METROPARKS
TOLEDO



