
BUI 3: Degradation of fish and wildlife populations
BUI 6: Degradation of benthos
BUI 8: Eutrophication or undesirable algae
BUI 14: Loss of Fish Habitat

WHAT’S BEING
ADDRESSED:

Metroparks Toledo, with Ducks Unlimited, NOAA, and other partners, restored 987 acres of 
former farmland near Lake Erie into wetlands and uplands. Completed in two phases, the project 
includes fish passages, water control structures, and public amenities like boardwalks and 
fishing platforms. Phase I (732 acres) and Phase II (235 acres) reconnects the land to Lake Erie, 
enhancing wildlife habitat, water quality, and outdoor recreation opportunities.

PARTNERS: These projects were funded by a Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) grant from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in partnership with Ducks 
Unlimited. 

Learn more at maumeeaoc.org
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This publication was financed in part through a grant from the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency with 
funds from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. The contents and views contained within are those of the 
authors and have not been subject to any Ohio EPA review and may not necessarily reflect the views of the 
Ohio EPA or U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and no official endorsement should be inferred.

FUNDING:

• Restore 987 acres to coastal wetlands and uplands (forest and native grass)
• Access into restored wetlands for fish and other aquatic organisms
• Restore approximately 2.5 linear miles of the former Cedar Creek channel
• Establish a direct hydrologic connection between the restored project site and Lake Erie
• Provide public recreational amenities such as boardwalks and fishing platforms

PROJECT 
OBJECTIVES: 

MANAGEMENT 
PRACTICES:

• Water level management to maximize wetland plant establishment and  
   wildlife usage and prevent dike erosion
• Muskrat management to maintain the integrity of the dike structures  
   and vegetation density
• Removal of all woody species, whether native or invasive, from dikes
• Natural establishment of vegetation on non-forested islands
• Relying on canopy closure became the primary management goal to address  
   the thistle on islands
• Seasonal mowing
• Invasive species removal
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PROJECT 
BENEFITS:

• Important flyway for migratory birds and essential stopover habitat
• ~1000 acres of marsh, open water, and upland habitat in the coastal  
   plains region of Lake Erie
• Several miles of trails (walking and kayaking) for recreation
• Direct connection to Lake Erie with fish passage structure
• Essential habitat for Ohio endangered species such as common tern
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